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Degradation Ceremonies: 
Constitutional and Statutory Limits of

the Punishment After Punishment

Professor Meltsner was first assistant counsel to the NAACP Legal Defense Fund in 
the 1960s. During his career, Professor Meltsner has served as dean of Northeastern 
Law School, has been awarded a Guggenheim Fellowship and has served as a consul-
tant to the US Department of Justice, the Ford Foundation and the Legal Action 
Center. In 2000, he was named a fellow of the American Academy in Berlin and 
conducted research on German constitutional law. He returned to Northeastern in 
2005 after serving as the director of the First-Year Lawyering Program at Harvard 
Law School. Professor Meltsner has received the Hugo Bedau Award for excellence 
in death penalty scholarship, was awarded an honorary doctorate by John Jay College 
(CUNY) and has been described as the "principal architect of the death penalty 
abolition movement" in the United States.


